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Wyoming Airmail Pioneers 
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by 
Starley Talbott & Michael E. Kassel; Foreword by Doniv Feltner 


A 

- “Air Mail Act of 1925” [also see “Kelly Air Mail Act’, “Contract Air Mail Bill” and “Air 
Commerce Act”]: 91 

- Air Mail and Overland Stage [‘“routes”, see Cheyenne Frontier Days celebration]: 89 

- Altamont, WY: 38 

- Annals of Wyoming [Wyoming State Historical Society membership magazine]: 47 

- Archer, NE: 35 

- Arlington, WY: 56 

- Aspen Mountains: 36 


B 

- B-17 [Flying Fortress”, Boeing Aircraft Co. mail plane]: 90,101 
- B-2 9 [Boeing Aircraft Co. mail plane]: 90 

- B-40B [Boeing Aircraft Co. mail plane]: 80 

- B-247 [Boeing Aircraft Co. mail plane]: 69 

- Bamforth Lake [see “Site 36””] 

- Barthol, (Major) John: 17 

- Baxter, WY: 36 

- Beard, (Doctor) C. Y.: 76 

- Bellfonte, PA: 32 

- Black Butte[s]: 36,37 

- Black Fork River: 38 

- Boeing Aircraft Company (see “B-17, 29,40B” and B-247”]: 7,48,57,83,91,92 
- Boeing Air Transport Company [subsequently United Air Lines]: 64,80,90,96,101,102 
- Boeing, “Bill” & Mrs.: 80 

- Boeing Modification Center [see Modification Center] 

- Border Patrol: 44 

- Bowen, (Colonel) Thomas S.: 18 

- Brandt, (Colonel) Gerald: 16 

- Britain: 44 

- British de Havilland bluebird [aircraft]: 16 

- Brown, Cindy: 9 

- Brown, Larry 9 


- Buffalo, NY: 15 
- Burleson, (Postmaster General) Albert” 61 
- Burns, WY [“hospital’’]: 76 


C 

- C-130: 9 

- California [state]: 49 

- Carey Ranch: 83 

- Casper [WY]: 5 

- Central City, NE: 33,63 

- Chandler, Harry: 76,77 

- Chappell, NE: 34,87 

- “CheyenneApproach” [radio call sign]: 9 

- Cheyenne Frontier Days: 89,92,93 

- Cheyenne Chamber of Commerce: 22 

- Cheyenne Maintenance Base” 102 

- Cheyenne Modification Centers [see Modification Center] 

- “Cheyenne-Omaha route”: 86 

- Cheyenne State Leader [newspaper]: 85 

- Cheyenne, WY: 6,7,9,11,12,13,15, [airport/airfield], 16,17,18,19,21,22 [airport/airfield],23,26, 
32,35,36,39,44,46,48,50,54,56,57,59,66,67,69,71,73 [airport/airfield],74,75,76 [hospital], 
77,78,80-81 [airport/airfield],83,85, 86-87 [airport/airfield],90,91,93,95,96-97, 100-101 [airport/ 
airfield], 104 

- Chicago, Burlington & Quincy Railroad: 33,34 

- Chicago, IL: 13,15,18,32,50,59,60,63,90,91,92,102 

- Christmas: 66,67 

- Clarks, NE: 33 

- Cleveland, OH: 15,32 

- Coalville, UT: 38 

- Coleman, (Sergeant) V.: 18 

Collison, Hal: 47,66,77,92,93 

- Colorado [state]: 11,21,95 

- Colorado & Southern Railroad: 35 

- Continental Divide: 11,37,96,104 

- “Contract Air Mail Bill” [also see “Kelly Air Mail Act”, “Air Mail Act of 1925” and “Air 
Commerce Act”: 91 

- Creston, WY: 37 

- Cruickshank, Edwin M. [“Site 32” night operator]: 42 

- Crisp: Artie: 9 

- Curtiss “Jenny”: 80 


- Curtiss JN-4 “Jenny” [aircraft): 19,46 


D 

- “Dakotas” [states]: 21 

- David City, NE: 33 

- Dayton-Wright Company: 44 

- Defense Supply Corps: 64 

- de Havilland, Geoffrey [aircraft designer]: 44 

- de Havilland [aircraft]: 24,73,75,85 

- de Havilland Bluebird (aircraft - see British de Havilland Bluebird) 
- Demphy, Andrew R.: 23,24 

- Denver, CO: 83,95,104 

- Denver International Airport: 83,104 

- Denver Post: 26 

- Des Moines, IA: 50,63,64 

- DH-4 [de Havilland aircraft ]: 17,43,44,45,46,48,49,50,61,67,85,97 
- DH-4B [de Havilland aircraft]: 46 

- Douglas Aircraft Company: 48 


E 

- Echo City [WY?]: 38 

- Egbert, WY: 75,76 

- Elk Mountain, WY: 17,18,36,54,68 
- Elko, NV: 13,39 

- Evans Street [Cheyenne, WY]: 74 
- Evanston, WY: 38,65 


F 

- Federal, WY: 35 

- Feltner, Doniv [chief instructor and president of Wings of Wyoming flight school]: 7,9 

- F. E. Warren Air Force Base [previously Fort D. A. Russell, aka Fort F. E. Warren] 18 

- “Firsts”: 17 [aviation fatality], 21 [automotive branch of U. S. Post Office’’], 22 [“longest 
overland air route in the world”’], 24 [“planes of the Aerial Mail line from New York to San 
Francisco”’], 24 [“eastbound mail”], 25-26 [“operational cycle of the first permanent aviation 
endeavor in the Rocky Mountains”’],43 [airmail trips”’], 66 [death of airmail pilot],85 [see Frank 
Yager re “. . . first pilot to make the round-trip flight between Cheyenne and Omaha in one 
day.”] 

- “Flying Parson” [see Maynard, Belvin] 

- Fort D. A. Russell: 15,17,18,19,22,26,35 


G 

- Grand Island, NE: 33 

- Granger, WY: 38 

- Great Lakes: 16 

- Great Plains: 7 

- Great Salt Lake Desert: 39 

- Great Transcontinental Air Race: 49 
- Green River, WY: 16,37,38 


H 

- Haas, William [Cheyenne, WY, postmaster]: 47,54 
- Hallock, C. Wiles: 27 

Hawaii (state): 102 

- Hecla, WY: 57 

- Heffron, “Buck”: 24,65 

- Henderson, [Assistant Postmaster] Paul: 79 

- Hereford [bulls]: 79 

- Hillsdale, WY: 57 

- Horse Creek Hill: 83 

- [The] Hump [link of Laramie and Medicine Bow Mountains]: 39 
- Hutchings, Thomas: 9 


I 

- Illinois (state): 63 

- Indiana: 18 

- Interstate Highway I-80: 60 
- Iowa (state): 63 

- Iowa City, IA: 63,64 


J 

- “Jenny” [aircraft] (see JN-4): 43 

- Jeppesen, Elrey “Jepp”: 7,80-82 

- Jeppesen, Nadine [former stewardess & wife of Elrey Jeppsen]: 81 
- JN-4 [“Jenny” aircraft): 19 


K 

- Kassell, Amy [wife of author Michael E. Kassell]: 9 
- Kassell, Michael E. [author]: 6,7,9,10 

- Kearney, NE: 63 

- Kelly, (Pennsylvania Congressman) Clyde: 91 


- Kimball, NE: 35 

- Kline, (Sergeant) William E. [Blevin Maynard’s mechanic]: 18,50,51 
- Knight, James H. “Jack”: 59-64 

- Knight, Lois [Mrs. James H. “Jack” Knight]: 60,92 


L 

- Laramie County: 22 

- Laramie Hills: 66 

- Laramie Mountains: 35,39 

- Laramie Valley: 35,38,56 

- Laramie, WY: 9,35,36,56,59,60,67 

- Lewis, Ethel “Nim” [wife of Harold T. Lewis]: 80,83 
- Lewis, Harold T. “Slim”: 6,77,78,79-80,82,83 [see Carey Ranch],92 
- Lexington, NE: 63 

- Liberty model [aircraft] engine: 44,49,85 

- Lincoln Highway: 20,21 

- Lincoln Highway Bridge: 34 

- Lodgepole Creek: 34,35 

- Lodgepole, NE: 87 

- Lodi [ NE?]: 34 

- Long Island, NY: 49,61 

- Loup City, NE: 33 


M 

- Mason City, NE: 34 

- Maughn, Russell: 86 

- Maynard, (Lieutenant) Belvin [“Flying Parson’): 18,49-51 
- Maywood, IL: 63 

- Medicine Bow, WY: 66 

- Medicine Bow airport [also see “Site 32”]: 40,41,42 
- Medicine Bow Museum: 9 

- Medicine Bow Range: 35,36,39 

- Medicine Bow, WY: 40,41,42 

- Middle Loup River: 33 

- Mineola, NY: 16,18 

- Missouri River: 32 

- Mitchell, (Brigadier General) William “Billy”: 12,15 
- “Modification Center”: 101 

- Mondell, (Representative) Frank M.: 19,20 

- Montana [state]: 21,95 


- Moore, James F. “Dinty”: 74,75,76 

- Mountain Division: 85,96-97 

- Murray, Ed [brother of James P. Murray & Lawrence Murray]: 56 

- Murray, James P. “Jimmy”: 24,53-57 

- Murray, Lawrence [brother of Ed Murray & James P. Murray]: 56,57 


N 

- National Air Transport: 92 

- National Geographic [magazine]: 68 

- Nebraska (state): 21,66,76,79,86,95 

- New Mexico: 21 

- New York [state]: 49 

- New York, NY: 7,13,15,16,24,32,43,63,91,92 

- Nimmo, Bruce [brother of Ethel Nimmo Lewis]: 83 

- Nimmo, Ethel [aka “Nim”; married Lewis, Harold “Slim”]: 80 
- North Carolina [state]: 49 

- North Platte, NE: 13,24,32,33,34,39,50,54,60,61,63,66,75,78,86 
- North Platte River: 36 

- Norwich, CN: 56 


0 

- Oakes, Paul [pilot]: 73,74 

- Oakland, CA: 80 

- Oconto, NE: 34 

- Ogallala, NE: 34 

- Ohio [state]: 50 

- Old Deadwood stage road: 26 

- “Old Reliable” [see Yager, Frank]: 85,90 
- Omaha, NE: 11,13,15,21,31,32,35,39,40,42,47,50,51,54,61,63,64,65,80,85,86 
- Omaha, NE, airport: 32,34 

- Oregon Short Line: 38 

- Osceola, NE: 33 


P 

- Paulson ranch: 17 

- Pickkup, C. V.: 45 

- Pilot Butte: 36,37 

- Pilot Hill: 57 

- Pine Bluffs, WY: 35,56,66,86 
- Platte River: 32,33,34 


- Poetz, (Chief Mechanic): 65 

- Pole Mountain: 66 

- Pony Express: 11,89,93 

- Praeger, (U. S. Second Assistant Postmaster General) Otto: 12,20,21,24,29,46,61,63 
- Praeger’s Folly [also see Praeger, Otto]: 21 

- Pulitzer [aircraft] races: 47 


Q 
- Quealy, Mike [ranch]: 68 
- Queen, (Lieutenant) : 16 


R 

- Rawlins, WY: 13,17,37,54,67,68,69 

- Red Cross: 18 

- Red Desert, WY: 68,102 

- Reno, NV: 13,15,24,32,39,69,80 

- Rickenbacker, (Captain) Eddie: 25,26 

- Rock Island Railroad: 63 

- Rock River, WY: 36 

- Rocky Mountains: 6,7,11,19,26,59,65,97 
- Rock Springs Miner: 23,24,26,65 

- Rock Springs, WY: 13,23,24,26,36,37,39,54,65,66,67,80,86, 102 
- Rocky Mountains: 85,96,101,102 

- Rocky Mountain Front Range: 95 

- Roedel, Andy E.: 47 

- Roosevelt Airfield [Long Island, NY]: 50 
- Ruby Mountains: 39 

- Rutland, VT: 51 

- Rutland Baptist Church: 51 


S 

- Sacramento, CA: 15 

- Saldura, UT: 50 

- Salt Lake City, UT: 13, 15,16,21,24,32,38,39,40,42,54,59,67,69,73,80 
- Salt Lake fair grounds: 38 

- Sand Lake: 54,56 

- S & E. [Saratoga and Encampment Valley Railroad?] Railroad: 37 

- San Francisco, CA: 7,11,13,15.,16,24,49,50,61,86,90,91,102 

- Santa Claus: 67 

- Scottsbluff, NE: 6,78 


- Sherman Pass: 96 

- Sherman Summit: 16,67 

- Sidney, NE: 56,86 

- Sierra Madre Range: 36 

- “Site 32 [Medicine Bow airport]: 42 

- “Skyhawk 2350Echo” [radio call sign]: 9 

- Sheep Mountains: 35 

- Sherman Hill: 39 

- Sherman Hill Summit: 60 

- Sidney, NE: 18,34,35,75 

- Silver Crown, WY: 70 

- “Site 32” [Salt Lake City-Omaha (SL-O, Medicine Bow, WY)]: 56 
- “Site 36” [Bamborth Lake, SL-0, Albany Co, WY] 57 
- “Site 37” [Pilot Hill, SL-O, Albany Co.] 57 

- “Site 38” [Hecla, SL-O, Laramie Co., WY] 57 

- “Site 40” [Silver Crown, SL-O, Laramie Co., WY] 

- “Site 42” [Westedt, SL-O, Laramie Co., WY] 57 

- “Site 43” [Hillsdale, SL-O, Laramie Co., WY] 57 

- Silver Crown, WY: 57 

- “SK-O 37” [lighted aviation beacon — also see Medicine Bow airport]: 40,42 
- “SL-O” 

- Smith, (Captain) Lowell: 16,50 

- Snowy Range Mountains: 54,56 

- South America: 11,64 

- South Dakota [state]: 95 

- Stapleton Airport [later called Denver International Airport; Denver, CO]: 104 
- Stewart, Jeb [Pony Express rider]: 89,93 

- St. Joseph, MO: 11 

- St. Paul, NE: 33 

- Sterling, CO: 18 

- Sweetwater Co.: 24 


T 

- Table Mountain Range: 36,37 

- Talbott, Starley [author]: 6,7,10 

- Taylor Suzi: 9 

- Tefft, Jack: 9 

- Telephone Canyon: 59,60 

- “The Airplane Mail”: by C. Wiles Hallock: 27 
- The History Press: 9 


- Thomas, B. Douglas [aircraft designer]: 43 

- Thompson, Beauford [husband of author Starley Talbott]: 10 

- Tie Siding, WY: 66,73,74 

- Times Square [New York, NY]: 49 

- Toronto, Canada: 49 

- Torrington, WY: 75 

- Trans-Canada Airlines: 83 

- “Transcontinental Air Mail: Pilot’s Log of Distances, Landmarks, and Flying Directions” [U. S. 
Post Office “guide” for “All employees of the Air Mail Service”’]: 29 
- Transcontinental Air Mail plane: 12 

- Transcontinental Air Mail Route: 9,23 

- Transcontinental Reliability Test: 12,15-20 

- Trixie [Lt. Belvin Maynard’s dog]: 18,50,51 


U 


- Union Pacific Railroad: 11,15,18,21,33,34,35,36,37,38,54,67,75,95,96 
- Union Pacific Railroad Bridge: 34 
- United Airlines [formerly Boeing Air Transport]: 64,69,70,71,80,92,93,102 


- U.S. 
. Air Mail Service: 21-27,30,47,51,69,73,77,91,96 


ANNNANDANDAHDY 


Air Force: 7,47 


Army: 44 
Army Air Service/Corps: 12,15,19,29,43,68,69,92,93 
Army Signal Corps: 15 


. Congress: 12,19,21,61 


House Post Office Committee: 91 
Marine Corps: 44 


. Post Office [also see U. S. Postal Department]: 13,21,53,73 
. Postal Department: 30,43,44 

. Post Office Airmail Service: 6,13,15,29-42,43,100 

- U.S. 


War Department: 16 


- Utah (state): 65 


V 


- Van Zandt, (Lieutenant) J. Parker: 68 


W 


- Wahoo, NE: 33 

- Wake Forest College: 49 
- Walcott, WY: 37,70 

- Wales, Edward V.: 17,18 


10 


- Wales, (Lieutenant) William Goldsborough: 17,18 
- Wamsutter, WY: 37 

- Warren, (Senator) Frances E.: 19 

- Wasatch Mountains [Range]: 39,54,65,67 

- Washington, D. C.: 13,23,43,57,63 

- Westedt, W-Y: 57 

- Western Division [United Air Lines division]: 80 
- Wings of Wyoming Aviation [flight] School: 7,9 
- Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada: 83 

- Wolff, Steve: 9 

- Woodward, “Johnny”: 66,73,74 

- World Series: 16 

- World War I: 12,15,43,47,49,51,77 

- World War II: 83,101,102 

- Wright, (Lieutenant) J. B.: 18 

- Wyoming Air National Guard: 7,104 

- Wyoming Bar [Association]: 57 

- Wyoming Hereford Ranch: 79 

- Wyoming National Guard: 9 

- Wyoming State Archives: 9 

- Wyoming State Tribune: 16,21,60,90 


X 


Y 

- Yager, Fern [Mrs. Frank Yager]: 86,90 

- Yager, Frank: 76,77,85 [see “firsts: “. . . pilot tot make the round-trip flight between Cheyenne 
and Omaha in one day.”],86-87,89,90 

- Young, [Mayor] J. B.: 24 

- Yutan, NE: 32 


Z 


